

















8.0 What else is included in the Preferred Options?

8.1 The remainder of the document consists of 12 general policies,

which we consider are required to deliver the strategy.

8.2 Government advice is that the Joint Core Strategy must not duplicate
national or regional guidance, but general policies can be included to address
the key issues affecting South Worcestershire. These are as follows:

Policy CS 11- Infrastructure Delivery

The section proposes a framework to ensure the timely delivery
of infrastructure. It includes an indication of how the new
legislation relating to a new developer contributions towards the
provision of infrastructure called the ‘Community Infrastructure
Levy’ would be developed.

Policy CS 12 - Moving Around South

Worcestershire

A significant change in how we get about is required. This policy
seeks to ensure that residents, visitors and workers can access
the facilities they need by the safest and most convenient form of
transport. This means that new developments are accompanied by
the enhancement of walking, cycling and public transport facilities
so reducing the need to travel by car. In rural areas community
transport initiatives will be supported.

Policy CS 13 - Mix of Housing

The delivery of sufficient high quality housing of the right type
and mix in the most sustainable locations is essential to promote
sustainable communities, and is a key priority. It is important
that new housing meets the needs of the local community. We
have evidence from local and sub-regional housing assessments
to establish the general type of accommodation that needs to be
provided in our area to create mixed communities. This policy
indicates how this will be achieved, including setting a threshold
that on sites of 5 or more dwellings an appropriate mix of housing
should be provided on-site.

Policy CS 14 - Meeting Affordable Housing

needs in South Worcestershire

The cost of dwellings relative to incomes, and household
formation (e.g. single occupancy), means that the demand for
affordable housing is increasing. The Policy proposes that all new
residential development contributes to the provision of affordable
housing as previous policies with a higher threshold have failed to
halt the rise in need for affordable housing. Up to 40% should be
affordable with a further 10% in the form of low cost market
housing. Affordable housing will be provided on-site for
developments of 5 units or more, and a financial contribution for
off-site provision will be required for developments of less than

5 dwellings.

Policy CS15 - Rural Exception Sites.

The second part of the policy sets the framework for how
affordable housing will be provided in those rural areas where

a local need is evident, but no housing development is proposed
through the Preferred Options.

Policy CS 16 - Gypsies, Travellers

and Travelling Showpeople

We need to make appropriate provision for Gypsies, Travellers
and Travelling Showpeople having regard in the first instance
to the outcomes of an assessment of Gypsy and Traveller
accommodation needs. The policy sets the framework for
how sites will be identified in the future. identifying sites first
consideration will be given to the limited expansion of existing
publicly controlled gypsy sites.

Policy CS 17 - Employment Protection

and Generation

The South Worcestershire economy has high levels of economic
and entrepreneurial activity. Employment sites are under
sustained pressure for redevelopment for alternative uses that
achieve higher land values, particularly housing. This policy sets
the framework for the provision of additional employment land
and how employment sites will be protected.

Policy CS 18 - Shopping and Leisure

This policy focuses retail and leisure development on existing
centres in order to minimise travel by car and strengthen their
attraction. It also aims to protect local shops. There is reference
within the policy to the role of Worcester as the retail centre

} serving a large proportion of the county. New shopping and leisure

sites will be identified through a City Centre Action Area Plan.

Policy CS 19 - Energy Efficiency
and Renewable Energy
We have adopted an approach that combines a reduction in the

level of energy required by households and businesses with
measures to increase the use of renewable energy sources.



Policy CS 20 - Managing Flood Risk

Within South Worcestershire flood risk is a significant issue, and
has been taken into account in identifying broad areas of growth.
We have adopted an approach that seeks to reduce the risk of
flooding, and lays down criteria that any development would need
to meet in order to be allowed. We need to do further work in as-
sessing flood risk within our area before deciding on any areas on
which to build. It is anticipated that from this will emerge a strat-
egy that extends the general principles behind Worcester’s long-
established flood protection policies across our three districts.

Policy CS 21 Green Infrastructure
and Biodiversity

The green networks of South Worcestershire are important to
maintain linkages of biodiversity for the movement of wildlife
and to enhance people’s access to the natural environment from
Worcester and towns within South Wiorcestershire. The policy
has been informed by the strong public support for protecting,
enhancing and re-creating important biodiversity sites, and
seeking contributions to achieve it, as well as to continue to
develop a network of linked greenspace.

Policy CS 22 - Open Space

The policy seeks to ensure that open spaces will be improved
through the protection and enhancement of existing areas and
the development of new high quality, varied and well connected
provision, in accordance with local provision standards.

8.3 Sustainability Appraisal.

A Sustainability report has been published for consultation

alongside the Preferred Options Document. It sets out the results of a sustainabil-
ity appraisal on the Core Strategy. The appraisal examines the likely effects of the
options against economic, social and environmental objectives. The purpose is to
ensure the policy options support the principles of sustainable development.

9.0 How do we intend to implement the Strategy?

9.1 In order for the Preferred Options to be achieved

many organisations and individuals will have to contribute through their policies and
work programmes. Infrastructure will be funded through agencies (such as Severn
Trent, County Council) capital programmes, legal agreements with developers and
Government funding.

9.2 We will be monitoring the progress on implementing our plan each year, and
we will publish this in the form of an Annual Monitoring Report.

10.0 Your Comments

10.1 We would like to know whether you agree with the Preferred Options for our
Joint Core Strategy, or feel we should consider other ideas. Your views will help us
to revise the Preferred Options ready for submission to the secretary of State next
year. We would also welcome your comments on the Sustainability Report.

10.2 A full copy of all the relevant documents and the Comments Form
can be viewed at:

Customer Service Centre, Farrier Street, Worcester WR1 3BB

Worcester Library, Forgate Street, Worcesterr WR1 1DT

Warndon Branch Library, Cranham Drive, Warndon WR4 9PA

St. John’s Branch Library, Bromyard Rd, Worcester WR2 5AX

Malvern Library and Customer Service Centre, Worcester Rd, Malvern WR14 2HU

Tenbury Wells Library and Customer Services Centre, Teme Rd, Tenbury Wells,
WR15 8AA

Upton-upon-Severn Library and Customer Services Centre, School Lane,
Upton-upon-Severn, WR8 OLE

Droitwich Community Contact Centre, 44 High Street, Droitwich Spa, WR9 8ES
Evesham Community Contact Centre, Abbey Road, Evesham WR11 4SB
Pershore One Stop Library, Civic Centre, Pershore WR10 1PT

Droitwich Spa Library, Victorial Sq., Droitwich Spa, WR9 8DQ

Evesham Library, Oat Street, Evesham WR11 4PJ

Pershore Library, Church St., Pershore, WR10 1DT

Broadway Library, Leamington Rd, Broadway WR12 7DZ.

The completed Comments Form should be submitted
on-line or returned to The Joint Core Strategy Team,
Orchard House, Farrier Street, Worcester WR1 3BB
by 31st October 2008





